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SIMPLE IRA
distribution request

Introduction

Instructions

Please use this form for John Hancock custodial SIMPLE IRA accounts. This form allows you to request an immediate distribution or a future 
systematic ayment. Please rint in all ca ital le ters and use black ink.

Special considerations

Do not use this form for IRA or 403(b)(7) distributions. Instead, use the IRA distribution request form or the 403(b)(7) distribution request form.
Do not use this form for a transfer of assets to another SIMPLE IRA. Instead, contact the receiving custodian for their transfer form. Please refer to 
page 5 for additional withholding information.

Contact us

Website
jhinvestments.com

Phone
800-432-1969

Return instructions
See the end of this form for return instructions

1. Your information

Name (First) (MI) (Last name)

Date of birth (MM/DD/YYYY) Phone number
Home Mobile

Fund name or number (required) Account number (required)

2. Type of distribution (check one)

Note: For distributions from multiple accounts, please use a separate form for each account or attach an itemized breakdown listing the fund, account, and amount 
to be distributed from each account.

  Normal: I have attained or am over age 59½.

  Premature: I am under the age of 59½ and I am aware that this is a premature distribution and may be subject to IRS penalties.*

  Death: I am the beneficiary or inherited owner of this account. A copy of the death certificate and a completed IRA or SIMPLE IRA adoption agreement are 
attached. Also attached, if required, is a tax waiver from the deceased's state of residence. I understand this distribution method will generally involve a change 
of ownership.

  Disability: I am unable to engage in any substantial gainful activity by reason of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment, and my condition is 
expected to result in death or to be of long, continued, and indefinite duration. (A statement on a doctor’s letterhead is required.)

  Excess contribution: Remove my   employee   employer excess contribution in the amount of $_____________ made for the _______________ tax year, including 
any net income earned on the excess amount.

* If you are under 59½, you will be subject to a 10% early withdrawal penalty (25% if you have not participated in your SIMPLE IRA plan for at least two years)
unless you meet an exception under the Internal Revenue Code. In order to claim an exception, you must file IRS Form 5329. Visit the IRS website at irs.gov for 
more details.
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3. Method of distribution

Please complete Part A or Part B. If you are removing an excess contribution, please skip to Section 4. 
I hereby direct the custodian to make the following distribution:

A.    Immediate payments 
Please select one of the following.

    Total distribution and account termination

    Partial distribution: Amount: $___________________________ or number of shares: __________________________________. 
For Class B and Class C shares subject to a contingent deferred sales charge (CDSC), please select one of the following. If you do not select  
either option, your distribution will be processed as gross.

     Net: The applicable CDSC is taken from your account balance. Your check will be issued for the amount requested, minus applicable taxes 
and fees.

     Gross: The applicable CDSC is taken from the requested amount. Your check will be issued for the amount requested, minus the applicable 
CDSC, taxes, and fees.

B.   Future payments:      New payment request        Update existing payment
Please select one of the following.

   Systematic withdrawal payments: Payments in the amount of $__________________________ will be made on the ________________ day of each month. 
(If a specific day is not selected, your payment will be distributed on the 25th of each month.)

Date payments are to begin: ________________ Specify frequency:     Monthly     Quarterly     Semiannually     Annually
Month/year

   Life expectancy payments: Payments based on the life expectancy noted below will be determined from the appropriate IRS annuity tables and  
distributed as indicated below. If you choose a beneficiary other than your spouse, the life expectancy factors used will be adjusted, and payment will be  
based on a hypothetical beneficiary not more than 10 years younger than you. John Hancock will default to the nonrecalculation method of determining 
subsequent required minimum distribution amounts unless  otherwise notified.

Payments will be made on the ________________ day of each month. (If a specific day is not selected, your payment will be distributed on the 25th of 
each month.)

Date payments are to begin: _________________ Specify frequency:    Monthly    Quarterly    Semiannually    Annually
Month/year

Payments will be based on    single life expectancy  or    joint life expectancy with my beneficiary

The beneficiary is my    spouse    nonspouse. The beneficiary’s date of birth is .
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Your prior year-end value is needed to calculate your life expectancy payment. If your SIMPLE IRA assets were not held with John Hancock as of

December 31 of last year, please provide the year-end value of your assets: $___________________________________.

4. Withholding election (Form W-4R/OMB No. 1545-0074)

Federal withholding

If this is a removal of an excess contribution, federal income tax withholding generally applies only to the net income distributed. We will not withhold on 
the net income distributed unless you request a withholding percentage below.  

If your distribution is delivered to a post o ice box and you do not have a .S. residential address on ile with us, or to an address outside of 
the nited States or one of its territories, and you are a .S. person (including a .S. resident alien) with a valid IRS Form W-9 on ile, we are required to 
withhold 10  in federal taxes. This withholding may not be waived. If you are not a .S. person, federal income tax will be withheld at a rate of 30  
unless a valid IRS Form W-8BE  is on ile claiming a reduced tax treaty rate. If taxes are withheld on the distribution, the amount you requested in 
Section 3 will decrease by the amount withheld. 

If you elect to have no federal taxes withheld from your distribution, or if you do not have enough federal income tax withheld from your distribution, you 
are still liable for the payment of the federal income tax. You may also incur penalties under the estimated tax rules if your withholding and estimated tax 
payments are not sufficient.

Your withholding rate is determined by the type of payment you will receive. For nonperiodic payments, the default withholding rate is 10%. You can 
choose to have a different rate by entering a rate between 0% and 100% on the line below. Generally, you can’t choose less than 10% for payments to be 
delivered outside of the United States and its territories. (See the Withholding instructions in Appendix A for more information.)

Complete this section if you would like a rate of withholding that is different from the default withholding rate. See the instructions and the Marginal Rate 
Tables in Appendix A for additional information. Enter the rate as a whole number (no decimals).

  Withhold % in federal income tax    Do not withhold federal income tax.
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4. Withholding election (Form W-4R/OMB No. 1545-0074) (continued)

State withholding

If you live in one of the mandatory withholding states and request federal taxes to be withheld from your distribution, John Hancock will also 
withhold your state’s minimum required tax. If state tax is withheld from the distribution, the amount you requested in Section 3 will decrease by 
the amount withheld.

Residents of Connecticut will have mandatory state income taxes withheld from lump sum (total) distributions regardless of federal income tax 
withholding. If making a partial distribution, you may request a dollar amount of additional or reduced withholding by completing and a taching 
Form CT-W4P, , to this request. This form can be found on your state's website. In the absence 
of this form, John Hancock will withhold your state's minimum required tax.

Residents of Iowa will have mandatory state income taxes withheld regardless of federal income-tax withholding unless they qualify for a retirement 
income exclusion, as defined by the Iowa Department of Revenue. John Hancock will withhold the state’s minimum required tax from your distribution 
unless you certify you are exempt by selecting “Do not withhold Iowa state taxes” below.

   Do not withhold Iowa state taxes.

Residents of Michigan will have state income taxes withheld regardless of federal income tax withholding. John Hancock will withhold the state’s 
minimum required tax from your distribution unless you select Do not withhold Michigan state taxes below.

�  Do not withhold Michigan state taxes.

Residents of Minnesota will have state income taxes withheld regardless of federal income tax withholding. John Hancock will withhold the state's 
maximum required tax from your distribution unless you request reduced withholding or opt out of withholding by completing and a taching 
Form W-4MNP, , to this request. This form can be found on your state's website. Forms 
previously submi ted to John Hancock will remain in e fect until a new form is received.

5. Method of payment

Please select one of the following payee options. If no method of payment is selected, the proceeds of your distribution will be sent to your address 
of record.

�  Mail the check directly to me at my residential address.

�   Mail the check directly to me at my residential address using express mail. (A $20.00 fee will be assessed. This option would deliver the check to you 
two business days a ter the trade date.)

�  Mail the check to an alternate payee or alternate address listed below. (Your signature must be Medallion signature guaranteed in Section 6.)

�   Reinvest proceeds into my existing, individual non-retirement account in the same fund:  (please provide your account number).

�   Please use the existing bank information, which must be on file for at least 15 days, and make the distribution by:

     �    Direct deposit to my existing bank account using the Automated Clearing House (ACH) system. (This option would deliver the funds to your bank within two 
to three business days of the trade date, free of charge.)

     �    Wire to my existing bank account. (This option would deliver the funds to your bank by the end of the business day after the trade date. A $4.00 fee will be 
assessed for wires. Your bank may also charge an additional fee.)

�   Please add new bank information and make the distribution by:

     �    Direct deposit to my new bank account using the Automated Clearing House (ACH) system. (This option would deliver the funds to your bank within two to 
three business days of the trade date, free of charge.) 

     �     Wire to my new bank account. (This option would deliver the funds to your bank by the end of the business day after the trade date. A $4.00 fee will be 
assessed for wires. Your bank may also charge an additional fee.)

For new bank accounts, please include a preprinted voided check. Please note that this bank information will be added to your account for future 
transactions, unless it belongs to a third-party. Redemptions to a new bank account require a Medallion signature guarantee in Section 6.



6. Signature

I, the undersigned, fully understand that I am responsible for determining that the minimum distribution requirements are met each year and that failure 
to meet the minimum distribution requirements may result in tax penalties. I understand the redemption cannot be postdated, or specify a particular 
date, price, or other condition. If the redemption request is received in good order, the trade will be executed at the next net asset value (NAV) to be 
calculated. I acknowledge that neither the custodian, John Hancock Investment Management, nor any of their agents has made any representations 
about the tax consequences of this transaction. I have received and read a copy of the current IRS Form W-4R and its withholding instructions. I certify 
that this distribution is in accordance with the terms of the custodial agreement.

SIGN
HERE

Signature of the account owner or inherited account beneficiary Date signed (MM/DD/YYYY)

Important: The signature must correspond exactly and without alteration 
with the name printed on your account statement. If you are acting in 
a special capacity, that capacity must be indicated after your signature, and 
additional documentation may be required. Please call a customer service 
representative at 800-432-1969 for more information.

Note: If you elected to have your distribution sent to an alternate payee, 
alternate address, or a third-party bank account in Section 5, or your 
distribution is over $100,000.00, your signature must be Medallion 
signature guaranteed in the presence of an authorized guarantor. A Medallion 
signature guarantee is available from a bank, broker-dealer, credit union 
(if authorized under your state’s law), or a securities exchange. The Medallion 
signature guarantee stamp provides proof of identity and must be issued by 
a member of the Medallion Signature Guarantee Program. It must contain 
the appropriate bar coding and must also contain the letter prefix (A, B, C, D, 
E, F, X, Y, or Z) that identifies the grantor’s maximum surety amount, which 
must be sufficient to cover the amount of the requested transaction. A notary 
public cannot provide a signature guarantee. We cannot accept a notarization 
in lieu of a signature guarantee.

Medallion signature guaranteed by (if applicable)

Note: The Medallion signature guarantee should not be dated.

7. Mail

Please enclose and mail to

Regular mail John Hancock Signature Services, Inc.  
P.O. Box 219909 
Kansas City, MO 64121-9909

Express mail John Hancock Signature Services, Inc.  
430 West 7th Street 
Suite 219909 
Kansas City, MO 64105-1407

John Hancock Investment Management Distributors LLC Member FINRA, SIPC 
200 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116, 800-225-5291, jhinvestments.com 
NOT FDIC INSURED. MAY LOSE VALUE. NO BANK GUARANTEE. NOT INSURED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY.
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Appendix A 

Introduction

Instructions

The withholding instructions should be used in conjunction with the Marginal Rate Table to help you select the appropriate withholding rate for 
this distribution.

Special considerations

The Marginal Rate Table included is for the 2023 tax year. Marginal rates for a different tax year can be found on IRS Form W-4R for that year 
on irs.gov/forms. Appendix A may be kept for your records. It does not need to be returned to John Hancock.

Withholding instructions (Form W-4R/OMB No. 1545-0074)

General instructions

Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code.

Future developments. For the latest information about any future developments related to Form W-4R, such as legislation enacted after it was 
published, go to www.irs.gov/FormW4R.

Purpose of form. Complete Form W-4R to have payers withhold the correct amount of federal income tax from your nonperiodic payment or eligible 
rollover distribution from an employer retirement plan, annuity (including a commercial annuity), or individual retirement arrangement (IRA). See below 
for the rules and options that are available for each type of payment. Don’t use Form W-4R for periodic payments (payments made in installments at 
regular intervals over a period of more than 1 year) from these plans or arrangements. Instead, use Form W-4P, Withholding Certificate for Periodic 
Pension or Annuity Payments. For more information on withholding, see Pub. 505, Tax Withholding and Estimated Tax.

Caution: If you have too little tax withheld, you will generally owe tax when you file your tax return and may owe a penalty unless you make timely 
payments of estimated tax. If too much tax is withheld, you will generally be due a refund when you file your tax return. Your withholding choice 
(or an election not to have withholding on a nonperiodic payment) will generally apply to any future payment from the same plan or IRA. 
Submit a new Form W-4R if you want to change your election.

Nonperiodic payments—10% withholding. Your payer must withhold at a default 10% rate from the taxable amount of nonperiodic payments 
unless you enter a different rate in the Withholding Election Section 4. Distributions from an IRA that are payable on demand are treated as nonperiodic 
payments. Note that the default rate of withholding may not be appropriate for your tax situation. You may choose to have no federal income tax 
withheld by entering “-0-” in the Withholding Election section. See the specific instructions below for more information. Generally, you are not permitted 
to elect to have federal income tax withheld at a rate of less than 10% (including “-0-”) on any payments to be delivered outside the United States and 
its territories.

Note: If you don’t give Form W-4R to your payer, you don’t provide an SSN, or the IRS notifies the payer that you gave an incorrect SSN, then the payer must 
withhold 10% of the payment for federal income tax and can’t honor requests to have a lower (or no) amount withheld. Generally, for payments that began before 
2022, your current withholding election (or your default rate) remains in effect unless you submit a Form W-4R.

Payments to nonresident aliens and foreign estates. Do not use Form W-4R. See Pub. 515, Withholding of Tax on Nonresident Aliens and Foreign 
Entities, and Pub. 519, U.S. Tax Guide for Aliens, for more information.

Tax relief for victims of terrorist attacks. If your disability payments for injuries incurred as a direct result of a terrorist attack are not taxable, enter 
“-0-” in the Withholding Election section. See Pub. 3920, Tax Relief for Victims of Terrorist Attacks, for more details.

Withholding instructions
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Withholding instructions (Form W-4R/OMB No. 1545-0074) (continued)

2023 Marginal Rate Tables

You may use these tables to help you select the appropriate withholding rate for this payment or distribution. Add your income from all sources and use 
the column that matches your filing status to find the corresponding rate of withholding. See the instructions for more information on how to use 
this table.

Single or married filing separately Married filing jointly or qualifying widow(er) Head of household

Total income over—

Tax rate for every 

dollar more Total income over—

Tax rate for every 

dollar more Total income over—

Tax rate for every 

dollar more

$0

$13,850

$24,850

$58,575

$109,225

$195,950

$245,100

$591,975*

0%

10%

12%

22%

24%

32%

35%

37%

$0

$27,700

$49,700

$117,150

$218,450

$391,900

$490,200

$721,450

0%

10%

12%

22%

24%

32%

35%

37%

$0

$20,800

$36,500

$80,650

$116,150

$202,900

$252,050

$598,900

0%

10%

12%

22%

24%

32%

35%

37%

* If married filing separately, use $360,725 instead for this 37% rate.

peci ic instructions

More withholding. If you want more than the default rate withheld from your payment, you may enter a higher rate in the Withholding 
Election section.

Less withholding (nonperiodic payments only). If permitted, you may enter a lower rate in the Withholding Election section (including “-0-”) if 
you want less than the 10% default rate withheld from your payment. If you have already paid, or plan to pay, your tax on this payment through other 
withholding or estimated tax payments, you may want to enter “-0-”.

Suggestion for determining withholding. Consider using the Marginal Rate Tables above to help you select the appropriate withholding rate for this 
payment or distribution. The tables are most accurate if the appropriate amount of tax on all other sources of income, deductions, and credits has been 
paid through other withholding or estimated tax payments. If the appropriate amount of tax on those sources of income has not been paid through other 
withholding or estimated tax payments, you can pay that tax through withholding on this payment by entering a rate that is greater than the rate in 
the Marginal Rate Tables.

The marginal tax rate is the rate of tax on each additional dollar of income you receive above a particular amount of income. You can use the table for 
your filing status as a guide to find a rate of withholding for amounts above the total income level in the table.

To determine the appropriate rate of withholding from the table, do the following. Step 1: Find the rate that corresponds with your total income not 
including the payment. Step 2: Add your total income and the taxable amount of the payment and find the corresponding rate. If these two rates are 
the same, enter that rate in the Withholding Election section. (See Example 1 below.)

If the two rates differ, multiply (a) the amount in the lower rate bracket by the rate for that bracket, and (b) the amount in the higher rate bracket by 
the rate for that bracket. Add these two numbers; this is the expected tax for this payment. To get the rate to have withheld, divide this amount by 
the taxable amount of the payment. Round up to the next whole number and enter that rate in the Withholding Election section. (See Example 2 below.)

If you prefer a simpler approach (but one that may lead to over withholding), find the rate that corresponds to your total income including the payment 
and enter that rate in the Withholding Election section.

Examples. Assume the following facts for Examples 1 and 2. Your filing status is single. You expect the taxable amount of your payment to be 
$20,000. Appropriate amounts have been withheld for all other sources of income and any deductions or credits.

Example 1. You expect your total income to be $60,000 without the payment. Step 1: Because your total income without the payment, $60,000, is greater than 
$58,575 but less than $109,225, the corresponding rate is 22%. Step 2: Because your total income with the payment, $80,000, is greater than $58,575 but 
less than $109,225, the corresponding rate is 22%. Because these two rates are the same, enter “22” in the Withholding Election section.

Example 2. You expect your total income to be $42,500 without the payment. Step 1: Because your total income without the payment, $42,500, is greater 
than $24,850 but less than $58,575, the corresponding rate is 12%. Step 2: Because your total income with the payment, $62,500, is greater than $58,575 
but less than $109,225, the corresponding rate is 22%. The two rates differ. $16,075 of the $20,000 payment is in the lower bracket ($58,575 less your total 
income of $42,500 without the payment), and $3,925 is in the higher bracket ($20,000 less the $16,075 that is in the lower bracket). Multiply $16,075 by 
12% to get $1,929. Multiply $3,925 by 22% to get $863.50. The sum of these two amounts is $2,792.50. This is the estimated tax on your payment. This 
amount corresponds to 14% of the $20,000 payment ($2,792.50 divided by $20,000). Enter "14" in the Withholding Election section.



peci ic instructions (continued)

Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice

The IRS asks for the information on this form to carry out the Internal Revenue laws of the United States. You are required to provide this information 
only if you want to (a) request additional federal income tax withholding from your nonperiodic payment(s) or eligible rollover distribution(s); 
(b) choose not to have federal income tax withheld from your nonperiodic payment(s), when permitted; or (c) change a previous Form W-4R 
(or a previous Form W-4P that you completed with respect to your nonperiodic payments or eligible rollover distributions). To do any of the 
aforementioned, you are required by sections 3405(e) and 6109 and their regulations to provide the information requested on this form. Failure 
to provide this information may result in inaccurate withholding on your payment(s). Failure to provide a properly completed form will result in your 
payment(s) being subject to the default rate; providing fraudulent information may subject you to penalties.

Routine uses of this information include giving it to the Department of Justice for civil and criminal litigation, and to cities, states, the District of 
Columbia, and U.S. commonwealths and territories for use in administering their tax laws. The IRS may also disclose this information to other countries 
under a tax treaty, to federal and state agencies to enforce federal nontax criminal laws, or to federal law enforcement and intelligence agencies to 
combat terrorism.

You are not required to provide the information requested on a form that is subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act unless the form displays 
a valid OMB control number. Books or records relating to a form or its instructions must be retained as long as their contents may become material in 
the administration of any Internal Revenue law. Generally, tax returns and return information are confidential, as required by section 6103.

The average time and expenses required to complete and file this form will vary depending on individual circumstances. For estimated averages, 
see the instructions for your income tax return.

If you have suggestions for making this form simpler, the IRS would be happy to hear from you. See the instructions for your income tax return.
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